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 Ibrahim Frantz Fanon was a Martinique-born psychiatrist, 

political philosopher and Pan-Africanist. He used clinical 

research and his lived experience of being a black man in 

a racist world to analyze the effects of racism on people — 

particularly on people of color — and of the economic and 

psychological impacts of imperialism. Although Leukemia 

claimed his life at 36, his work continues to inspire 

liberation movements internationally. 

 His books Black Skin, White Masks and The Wretched of the 

Earth, influenced many from Jean Paul Sartre (who wrote 

“You who are so liberal, so humane, who take the love of 

culture to the point of affectation, you pretend to forget 

that you have colonies where massacres are committed in 

your name.” in the preface to Wretched) to Malcolm X, 

inspired activists in the National Liberation Front, Black 

Panthers, the Black Lives Matter movement and more. 

 The African Review of Political Economy states: “In Fanon’s 

intellectual journey, we can see the interactions between 

Black America and Africa, between the intellectual and the 

militant, between theory and practice, idealism and 

pragmatism, individual analysis and collective action, the 

psychological life (he trained as a psychiatrist) and 

physical struggle, nationalism and Pan-Africanism and 

finally between questions of colonialism and those of neo-

colonialism.” 
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